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MEMORANDUII{

To: Director
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement

FROM: Assistant Director
Western Field Operations

SUBJECT: Recommendation to Approve the Crandall Canyon Mine
Mining Plan, Genwal Coal Company, Inc., Emery County,
Utah Federal Lease V-54762

f . Recomrnendation

I reconmend approval by the Assistant Secretary--Land and
Minerals Management of the Crandall  Canyon mine rnining plan
for Federal lease V-54762. My recommendation is based on
the complete permit application package (PAP) submitted by
Genwa} CoaI Company, Inc. (Genwal) and updated to December
28, 1988; an Environmental Assessment prepared by the off ice
of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE); the
State Decision Docunent & Technical Analysis prepared by the
Utah Department of Oil,  Gas, & Mining (DOGM); comments and
concurrences of other Federal agencies; and the
adninistrative record. Pursuant to 30 CFR Part 746, I have
attached the decision document for the proposed mining plan
act ion.

Because the Secretary of the Interior and the State of Utah
have entered into a cooperative agreement which provides for
the delegation to the State of the pernitt ing
responsibi l i t ies for operations on Federal lands pursuant to
Section 523 of SMCRA, the previously issued Federal pernit
wil l  be teminated upon approval of this rnining plan.

The proposed rnining plan action wil l  authorize rnining of
approx imate ly  1.5 n i l l ion addi t ional  tons of  Federa l  coal
wi th in  255 acres of  Federa l  lease V-54762.  The Cranda1l
Canyon mine mining plan was originally approved under the
Federal lands program on November L2, L982. Since that



approval there has been one nodification to the Crandall
Canyon nine nining plan which was approved on March 11, LggT
with this action, the crandall  canyon mine rnining pran area
wil l  contain a total of 411 acres, including the-previousry
approved mining plan area for Federal lease SL-062648 and
the proposed nining plan area for Federal lease U-54762.

Utah Department of OiI, Gas, & Mining (DOGM) reviewed the
PAP under the utah state program and the utah cooperative
agreement (30 CFR 944.30). Pursuant to the Utah State
progtram and the cooperative agreement, Utah DOGM approved
the PAP on March 7, L989. utah DoGIt{ determined that a bond
in the amount of 913G,729 is adequate for reclamation under
the state permit number Acr/oLs/o32. The bond is payabre to
the state of utah and osMRE. rncluding the 256 acre permit
revision area, the totat permitted area of the Crandall
Canyon nine contains approximately 415 acres.

OSIIRE has consulted with other Federal agencies for
compriance with the requirements of applicable Federar raws,
and their comments and concurrences are included in the
decision document. The resource recovery and protection
plan was reviewed by the Bureau of r,and lr{anagement (BlM) for
compriance with the Minerar Leasing Act of L92or ds amended,
and 43 CFR Part 3480, and BLM reconmended approval in a
le t ter  dated January 27,  1989.  The U.S.  F ish and Wi ld l i fe
setltrice provided its biologicar opinion under section 7 of
the Endangered species Act in a retter dated aprir 6, 1989.
The state Historic Presenration officer concurred with
osMRErs assessruent and reconmendations for protection of
cultural resources in a letter dated November 29, L9gg. The
Manti-LaSal National Forest concurred with the proposed
nining plan action in a letter dated May 23, 19-99.-

tttiq nining plan approval will supplement the previous
nining plan approval for the Crandall Canyon mine. This
nining plan approvar will be in conformance with the Minerar
Leasing Act of L92Or ?s amended, and other applicable
Federal laws and regulations.

The nining plan approval document included in the decision
document reflects the rnining plan as previously approved
along with this reconmended urining plan action. The rnining
plan approval document identifies the leased Federal coal
lands in the previously approved rnining pran area arong with
the reased Federal coal lands reconmended for approval with
this action.

The prOposed nining plan approval document contains one
special condition of approval required by the USDA Forest
service to nonitor the potential subsidence and protect the
escarpments in the lease area.



'  rqhis mining.pran action wil l not have a significant impact
. on. the quality of the human environnent. The irnpacts of

approval of this nining plan nodification and allernatives
are described in the Environmental Assessment included in
the decision document.

II. Background

The crandall canyon underground coar mine is rocated in
Emery countyr -utah, t5 niles west of Huntington. Mining
operations uti l ize room and pil lar nining ntthoas. The mine
has been in operation since t-993. Approiirnatery 10 acres
have been affected by the surface disturbance to date. No
additional surface disturbance wil l result from this action.

Mining is expected to continue for 5 years under Utah permit
AcT/oLs/o32 and the approved mining p1an. The Hiawathl coal
seams wilr be nined at an average production rate of
approxinately 360rOOO tons per year.

A chronology-of events rerated to the processing of the pAp
is included in the decision document. 

- 
During tf,e review of

the PAP, the following major issue was identif ied.
USDA Forest Service expressed its concern over the potential
subsidence of the escarpnent in Huntington canyon. Bureau
of Land l{anagement assessed the potential for lscarprnent
failure in Huntington Canyon due to nining of the nlw lease
and concluded that the proposed nining would not cause slope
or.escarpment fairure. The usDA Forest service accepted
this conclusion and concurred with the approval of the
proposed nining plan with the condition Lrrat frecruent
monitoring.by visuar sunreying is done by the app-ticant.
osMRE has incruded this stiputation in this rnining pran
approvar document and utah DOGM has included a sirnilar
condition as part of its permit.

The.pubric was notif ied of the avairabirity of the pAp for
review by publication of newspaper notices for four
consecutive weeks ending November 15, 1999. No public
comments on the PAp were received during the 30-day public
comment period after the pubtic notice was pubrished.

The Federal Lands Review for the new Federal lease V-54762
was done !y 

gI}{ as part of its approval process for issuing
the coal  lease.



Tbe PAP subrnitted by Genwal and updated through December 28,
1988, Utah DOGIT{is State Decision Document & Technical
Analysis provided to OSI'IRE under the cooperative agreement,
the Environmental Assessment of the proposed action and
alternatives prepared by OSMRE, other documents prepared by
Utah DOGM, and correspondence developed during the review of
the PAP are part of OSMRE|s administrative record. The
inforrnation in the PAP, as well as other information
identif ied in the decision docunent and made available to
the applicant, has been reviewed by Utah DOGM staff in
coordination with the OSMRE Project Leader.

s/,c /r q
Attachnents


